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Family story
- Isso moving

Woolwich removal firm marks 100 years

ITS horse and cart may have been
traded in for a blue van some time
ago, but that aside, very little has
changed in the 100 years since J.N.
Handley & Sons began trading.

“We more or less do the exact same work
that my great grandfather did back in
1913, and we work in the same way with
the same values and customer service,”
said Steven Handley, fourth generation of
the family that started the removals firm
a century ago.

Steven, 47, and brother John, 49, now
hold the reins of the company started by
their great grandfather, John Handley.

John Snr was a coalman at the turn of
the 20th century - a time when Woolwich
looked very different from today.

The entrepreneurial Mr Handley struck
on theidea of using his horse and coal cart
to start a removal service in the borough,
and soon began trading in second hand
furniture.

In 1913, J.N Handley’s of Woolwich was
born. The business had its first shop just
off of Crescent Road, until Handley’s son

by Simon Banks

relocated the company to Burrage Road.
The Woolwich firm then moved into a
former wallpaper shop on Vincent Road.

After surviving two world wars and
being passed down the family, J.N.
Handley & Sons is still going strong. And
the shop remains in that same building
on Vincent Road, some 45 years later.

Business is good at Handley and Sons,
the brothers say. The removals firm
has even counted the council among
its satisfied customers over the past six
decades.

Steven, who began helping out his dad
when he was just eight, said: “I am so
proud of the company and its history,
it’s something that’s very special to the
family and we will definitely have a
family gathering towards the end of the
year and celebrate.”

The firm has also branched out -
Steven’s uncle runs a Handley’s store in
Bexleyheath that started more than 10
years ago.
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for the Plumstead residents
whose road was transformed
for a Cadbury’s TV advert.

The confectionery company was
filming its Christmas commercial
on Sleighdale, sorry, Sladedale
Road last week, leaving the street
choc-a-block with cameras, actors
and extras.

It took the crew two days to
completely wrap the top end of the
road in purple paper. Cars were
covered and even a skip and its
contents got the festive treatment.

Film units from all over London
pitched for the chance to host the
ad, before Greenwich was chosen.

The advert is due to air from
November. Upcoming productions
shot in the borough also include
EastEnders, Misfits and Silk.

Previous movie credits include
James Bond Skyfall, Pirates of the
Caribbean, and Les Miserables.

o More info about films and projects
shot in the borough at www.
royalgreenwich.gov.uk/film

Greenwich

on twitter

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: the crew line up a wide shot,
above, while right, riggers haul a huge wrapping to the
top of the terrace after completely covering the cars

@Royal_Greenwich

THEN AND...THEN: above, John Handley at the dawn of the
business, and right, the firm’s blue van in the mid-1970s
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is a free drop-in arts and crafts club

for children and their families,

Summer co

YOUNG people in Greenwich
have spent the holidays
getting creative at a summer
university.

The ‘Futureversity’ courses
gave teenagers the chance to try
their hands at film-making,
fashion and beauty
therapy.

es snapped

Fifteen-year-old Nalina, from
Thamesmead, who has been
on the annual courses since
2009 said: “The course has
inspired me to bring my real
life experience with a mix of
surreal words in order to bring
the illest poem to the table.”
Earlier in the summer at
Plumstead Manor, there

Join us from 10am-12ncon and 2pm
- 4pm every Saturday throughout
the summer to explore the history of
Greenwich|

Children of all ages are welcome and

must be accompanded by an adult at
all times.
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At  Greenwich and were fashion-drawing

Lewisham Young and illustration
People’s Theatre tasters, drawing for
last week there were architecture and
sessions in rap and interior design, make-
performance  poetry, up and beauty therapy,
and an acting and an introduction to
masterclass. digital photography
Alex, 14, from and Photoshop.
Woolwich, who has Sports courses also
taken part in GLYPT included coaching
summer courses since sessions in boxing and
2011 said: “The course has basketball.

taught me to think outside
the box and that creativity
is limitless.”

® For more info go to www.
futureversity.org



